WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT
[Born 1611. Dramatist and divine. He was educated at the Free
School at Cirencester and afterwards, as a King's Scholar, at West-
minster, whence he was chosen in 1628 Student of Christ Church,
Oxford. Having taken the degree of M. A. in 16 3 5, he entered into holy
orders and became, according to Anthony Wood, the most florid and
serapbical preacher in the University. On the ist of September, 1642, he
was nominated one of the Council of War and on the 16th of September
he was imprisoned by the Lord Say, but was released on bail and next
April was chosen Junior Proctor of the University, He died at
Oxford on the 29th of November, 1643, °f a malignant fever (called
the camp-disease) and was buried on the ist of December at the upper
end of the north aisle of Christ Church Cathedral. His reputation
amongst his contemporaries was enormous, and Fell said of him:
Cartwright was the utmost man could come to. Lloyd is still more enthusi-
astic in his praise : To have the same person cast bis net and catch souls
as well in the pulpit as on the stage ! A miracle of industry and witt, sitting
sixteen hours a day at all manner of knowledge, an excellent preacher in whom
hallowed fancies and reason grew visions and holy passions, raptures and
extasies, and all this at thirty years of age ! When The Roja/ Slave, a
Tragi-Comedy, was performed before the King and Queen by the
students of Christ Church in 1636, the Court unanimously acknowledged
that it did exceed all things of that nature which they had ever seen, and his
early death was felt to deal a mortal blow to the stage. The King,
who was then at Oxford, being asked why he wore bkck on the day
of Cartwright's funeral, replied that since the Muses had so much mourned
for the loss of such a son, it would be a shame for him not to appear in mourning
for the loss of such a subject^
G
LOCESTERSHIRE is famous for the birth of William
Cartwright at a place called Northway neer Tewksbury.
Were he alive now he would be sixty-one.   (This I have
from his brother, who lives not far from me, and from his
sisters whom I called upon in Glocestershire at Leckhampton.
His sister Howes was 57 yeares old the 10 March last:  her
brother William was 4 yeares older.)
His father was a gentleman of * 300 pounds per annum.
He kept his Inne at Cirencester, but a year or therabout, where
he declined and lost by it too. He had by his wife 100 pounds
per annum, in Wiltshire, an impropriation, which his son has
now (but having many children, lives not handsomely and haz lost
his Learning: he was by the second wife, whose estate this was).
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